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ASHTON -IN-MAKERFIELD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  fiepoirf 


OF  THE 


A 


(Red  i cal  Officer  of  iSealill, 

1938. 


CL 


Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield, 

13th  June,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

Owing  to  the  delay  in  receiving  the  final  figures  relating  to  the 
Population,  etc.,  my  Report  is  somewhat  late. 

Again  the  District  has  been  fortunate  in  escaping  serious  epidemics 
of  Infectious  Diseases  save  Diphtheria. 

Our  misfortune  has  lain  in  the  depression  of  our  main  industry-Coal 
Mining.  Serious  unemployment  was  still  rife  during  the  year. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Report  contains  the  usual  Summary  required  by  the  County 
Council  and  this  covers  all  the  work  performed  by  the  Sanitary 
Department. 

In  addition  the  usual  Tables  giving  the  details  of  the  incidence  of  the 
various  Infectious  Diseases  and  the  classification  of  the  Cause  of  Death 
are  included, 
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Population. — The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  at 
19,440,  a further  reduction  of  180.  There  has  been  some  migration  owing 
to  the  state  of  the  coal  industry.  Our  population  is  3,000  less  than  in  the 
census  year  1921.  Table  I shows  the  figures  for  the  previous  five  years. 

Birth-rate. — -In  this  we  are  no  better  than  last  year.  There  were  304 
births  against  301  for  last  year:  this,  with  a lessened  population,  made 
the  birth-rate  15‘6  against  15'3.  Of  these  304  births  157  were  males  and 
147  females.  These  include  7 illegitimates — 3 boys  and  4 giils.  Table  I, 
Column  4,  gives  the  comparison  for  six  years. 

The  Births  Notification  Act  is  carried  out  very  satisfactorily — the 
midwives  carry  out  this  part  of  their  duty  very  promptly. 

Of  course  the  notified  births  do  not  correspond  with  the  registered 
births  owing  to  the  time  allowed  for  the  registration  of  the  infants. 

The  births  notified  each  month  are  classified  as  follows : — 

Births  Notified  for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1938. 

Still-  Illegitimate. 


Total. 

Living. 

births. 

Doctors. 

Mid  wires. 

Lice . 

Still. 

January  

. 32 

32 

- 

5 

27 

- 

- 

February  .. 

. 31 

31 

- 

2 

29 

- 

- 

March 

. 40 

40 

- 

5 

35 

- 

- 

April  

. 23 

22 

1 

3 

20 

- 

- 

May  

. 24 

23 

1 

1 

23 

1 

- 

June  

. 31 

29 

2 

3 

28 

- 

- 

July  

. 31 

30 

l 

8 

23 

- 

- 

August  

. 22 

21 

1 

4 

18 

- 

- 

September .. 

. 25 

23 

2 

5 

20 

- 

- 

October  

. 21 

20 

1 

7 

14 

- 

- 

November  .. 

. 16 

16 

- 

3 

13 

- 

- 

December  .. 

. 24 

23 

1 

5 

19 

1 

- 

320 

310 

10 

51 

269 
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Mortality . — Tables  III  and  IV  show  the  deaths  occurring  and  regis- 
tered during  the  year.  Table  III  is  the  list  classified  according  to  the 
returns  of  the  Registrar-General  and  embraces  all  ages. 
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The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  was  1('3.  To  this  must 
be  added  61  deaths  of  residents — dying  in  institutions  outside  the  district 
and  were  of  course  registered  elsewhere — and  deducted  5 deaths  of  non- 
residents. The  nett  deaths  numbered  therefore  219 — 122  males  and  97 
females. 

The  death-rate  equals  1 1 *2  compared  with  14'4  for  the  previous  year. 
Table  I shows  comparisons  with  the  previous  five  years. 

The  adjusted  death-rate  using  the  comparability  factor  1'19  is  raised 
to  13’3. 

Infant  Mortality. — Table  IV  shows  the  Infant  Mortality,  that  is  of 
infants  under  12  months. 

There  were  14  infant  deaths  altogether. 

After  careful  investigation  I find  that  6 were  due  to  Debility  at  birth, 
these  dying  during  the  first  month  of  life,  and  4 from  Pneumonia  and 
Bronchitis.  The  infant  death-rate  equals  46  per  1,000  against  69  for  the 
previous  year. 

Mortality  of  Children  under  5 years. — Including  the  14  infant  deaths, 
there  was  a total  20  deaths  at  this  age  period  compared  with  31  for  the 
previous  year. 

Appended  is  the  distribution  of  deaths  in  the  five  Wards. 

Incidence  of  Mortality  in  the  Several  Wards. 


Central. 

North. 

South. 

East. 

West. 

Total. 

January  ... 

...  9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

16 

February 

...  7 

3 

2 

3 

3 

18 

March 

...  6 

- 

1 

6 

5 

18 

April  

...  6 

4 

1 

7 

4 

22 

May  

...  5 

3 

3 

2 

3 

16. 

J une  

...  10 

2 

3 

6 

5 

26 

July  

...  5 

2 

- 

1 

4 

12 

August  ... 

...  8 

- 

3 

3 

5 

19 

September 

...  5 

4 

2 

1 

2 

14 

October  ... 

...  6 

2 

4 

3 

7 

22 

November 

...  7 

1 

- 

4 

4 

16 

December 

...  7 

2 

1 

3 

7 

20 

81 

24 

21 

41 

52 

219 

The  Cancer  rate  continues  high.  25  deaths  were  registered  during  the 
year  compared  with  22  for  the  previous  year  and  29  for  1936. 

The  Table  for  Tuberculosis  contained  in  the  Summary  shows  a total 
of  9 deaths  against  15  for  1937  and  15  for  1936. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — The  Infant  Welfare  and  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics  are  working  satisfactorily,  the  latter  so  much  so  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  a weekly  instead  of  a fortnightly  session.  As  may  be 
seen  in  the  Health  Visitor’s  Report  the  attendances  in  both  are  well 
maintained. 

Under  the  Council’s  Scheme  free  milk  is  allowed  to  infants  and  ex- 
pectant mothers  as  well  as  other  nourishments  and  medicaments.  These 
extras  are  also  freely  distributed  to  others  at  cost  price. 

In  this  work  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare)  I am  very  much  assisted 
by  the  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee  and  for  this  I am  very  grateful.  In 
the  Ante- Natal  work  I am  encouraged  by  the  attendance  of  all  the 
Midwives  at  the  Clinics  who  see  their  cases  examined  and  reported  upon 
by  the  Obstetric  Specialist. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Table  II  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  the 
different  types  of  Infectious  Disease  and  shows  their  prevalence  in  the 
different  Wards  of  the  township.  An  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  broke  out  mainly  in  the  Infant  Department  of  the 
Evans’  Council  School  which  was  closed  for  10  days.  Happily  during  the 
year  there  was  no  death  from  that  cause.  Chicken-pox  was  also  prevalent 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

Sanitary  Conditions. — A start  is  being  made  in  the  conversion  of  350 
pail  closets  to  water  closets  in  the  Central  part  of  the  town  as  the  first  step 
to  universal  conversion. 

Ashbins  are  fairly  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  Ashpits.  Water  mains 
are  being  replaced  by  larger  pipes  in  many  parts  of  the  district  in 
anticipation  of  the  closet  conversions.  Plans  for  the  proposed  New  Public 
Baths  have  been  completed  and  application  made  to  the  Keep  Fit  Association 
for  a grant.  It  is  expected  that  building  will  commence  during  1939-40. 
The  Perry  Brook  Sewage  Scheme  has  been  completed,  giving  a much 
improved  Sewage  Disposal  for  the  Park  Lane  District. 
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Hospital  Accommodation. — Details  are  given  in  the  Summary.  The 
expected  formation  of  a Joint  Board  for  the  district  together  with  Billinge, 
Ince  and  Hindley  has  not  yet  been  formulated.  It  is  still  in  the  inception 
stage. 

Housing. — There  is  still  considerable  activity  in  private  building  and 
in  addition  to  some  80  houses  in  Flora  Street  Area  having  been  completed, 
the  Council  is  proceeding  to  build  55  in  the  North  Street  Area.  Further, 
several  sites  have  been  put  before  the  Authorities  for  selection  as  to  safety 
for  another  large  venture.  The  following  Table  shows  the  housing  position 
compared  with  previous  years. 


1954. 

Population  20,060 

Increase  or  decrease 

during  year  - 170 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ...  4,436 

No.  of  houses  built  166 

No.  of  houses  closed 

or  demolished  36 


1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

20,040 

19,820 

19,620 

19,440 

-20 

-220 

-200 

- 180 

4,536 

4,602 

4,688 

4,770 

143 

111 

94 

140 

43 

45 

8 

58 

In  conclusion  I again  wish  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  the  Surveyor  with 
their  Staffs,  and  also  my  colleagues  in  the  Sanitary  Department,  particu- 
larly, for  their  advice  and  assistance  during  the  year. 

I remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

HY.  WIN  STAN  LEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  III.  33.  03.  S.D.  30. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ASHTON-IN-M AKERFIELD  U.D.  1938. 


Causes  of  Death. 


M.  F. 


All  Causes  

1 Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2 Measles 

3 Scarlet  fever 

4 Whooping  cough 

5 Diphtheria 

6 Influenza 

7 Encephalitis  lethargica 

8 Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

9 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

10  Other  tuberculous  diseases  ... 

11  Syphilis... 

1 2 General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

13  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14  Diabetes 

15  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

16  Heart  disease  ... 

17  Aneurism 

18  Other  circulatory  diseases 


122 


4 

1 


15 

1 

9 

28 

5 


97 


4 


10 

1 

5 

25 

8 


TABLE  1 1 1 — Continued. 


Causes  of  Death. 


M. 


19  Bronchitis 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21  Other  respiratory  diseases 

22  Peptic  ulcer 

23  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

24  Appendicitis 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

26  Other  Liver  Diseases  ... 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

28  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  ... 

29  Puerperal  sepsis 

30  Other  puerperal  causes 

3 1 Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  etc. 

32  Senility  ... 

33  Suicide  ... 

3t  Other  violence  ... 

35  Other  defined  diseases 

36  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 
Population 

General  Register  Office, 

Somerset  House, 

London,  W.C.2. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 
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HEALTH  VISJTOR’S  REPORT. 


Health  Department, 

. Town  Hall, 

31st  December,  1938. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  from  January  to  Dec- 
ember, 1938. 


Births  Notihed  ...  Live  births... 3 10 

Doctors...  51 

Stillbirths...  10 

Midwives.269 

Total  ...320 

320 

Visits : — 

Home  Visits 

320 

Under  1 year 

2000 

1 to  5 years  ... 

3014 

Ante-natal  visits 

410 

Infant  Mortality  Visits 

13 

Special  Visits  to  Midwives 

287 

Treatment  of  eyes  ... 

8 

Maternal  deaths 

1 

Total. ..6053 

Infant  Mortality  Visits: — 

Legitimate...  ...  13 

Illegitimate  ...  — 

Ages: — 

Under  6 days 

5 

,,  2 weeks 

2 

,,  6 months 

3 

„ 9 months 

3 

13 


1 

3 

8 

1 

13 


Infant  Welfare  Centre: — 

No.  of  times  Centre  was  opened  ...  ...  41 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  3300 

New  infants  joining  ...  ...  ...  ...  275 

Ante-Natal  Clinic : — 

No.  of  times  Clinic  was  opened  ...  ...  27 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  540 

New  mothers  joining  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 


Dried  Milk  Supplied  Free  during  year  ended  31st  Dec.,  1938  cost/"  119/1 3/ 10 

Dried  Milk  Sold  during  year.  Amount  realized.  ../"216/2/8 

Infants  supplied  with  new  and  used  clothing  ...  ...  16 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  Ladies  of  the  Clinic  for  the  cutting  out 
and  sewing  of  garments,  and  for  the  collection  of  used  garments. 


Method  of  Feeding: — 
Not  fed 
Natural 
Artificial 
Mixed  diet 


I am,  Sir, 


Yours  faithfully, 


H.  POPE, 


Health  Visitor. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield, 
March , 1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ashton-in-Makerfield 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1938  : — 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  and  visited  re  nuisances 

and  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  884 

Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1813 

,,  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1786 

Re-visits  to  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2794 

Visits  re  infectious  disease ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

„ slaughter-house  *...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  bakehouses  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

„ premises  where  food  is  in  preparation  or  exposed 

for  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  371 

„ factories  and  workplaces...  ...  ...  ...  145 

,,  Housing  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  419 

Ollier  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Notices  issued  (preliminary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  478 

,,  (statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

136 


/ 


Letters 


0 


Description  of  Nuisances  Dealt  With. 

Defective  and  damp  walls ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

„ roofs  ...  ...  179 

„ eaves  and  downspouts  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

„ floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

„ slopstones  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

„ wastepipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

,,  plasterwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

„ windows  and  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 

„ staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

„ paving  in  yards  and  passages  ...  ...  ...  57 

„ chimneys  and  stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  setting  around  gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

„ ventilating  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

,,  firegrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

„ w.c.  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

„ closets  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  seating)  ...  119 

„ ashpits  (roofs,  floors,  walls  and  doors)  ...  142 

„ pail  places  and  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  33 

Want  of  eaves  and  downspouts  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Inadequate  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Factories  requiring  limewashing  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

HOUSING  ACTS. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Regula- 
tions, 1925; — ...  ...  177 
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N timber  of  defective  and  damp  walls  ...  ...  ...  61 

,,  „ roofs...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

,,  ,,  eaves  and  downspouts  ...  ...  56 

,,  ,,  doors...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

„ „ slopstones  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  „ wastepipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

„ ,,  plasterwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

„ ,,  windows  and  doors  ...  ...  ...  96 

,,  „ staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  „ paving  in  yards  and  passages  ...  27 

,,  ,,  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„ „ setting  around  gullies  ...  ...  16 

„ „ ventilating  pipes  ...  ...  ...  7 

„ ,,  firegrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing  ...  ...  15 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


The  following  houses  have  been  inspected  in  company  with  the 
Medical  Officer,  and  reported  unfit  for  human  habitation  : — 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  5 Croft  Cottages ; 

530  Garswood  Road  ; 

6,  8 and  10  Edge  Green  Street. 

Demolition  orders  were  made  in  each  case. 


HOUSING  ACT  1936  (OVERCROWDING). 

(a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  164 

„ families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  276 

,,  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  1645 

(b)  No.  of  new  cases  reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  22 

,,  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ,..  114 


17 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  slaughter-house  within  the  district  and  the  premises 
have  only  been  used  on  one  occasion  during  the  year. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  meat  supplied  in  the  town  arrives  from 
other  districts,  chiefly  Wigan  and  Liverpool. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Five  applications  were  made  for  renewal  of  licences  under  the  above 
Act.  A licence  was  granted  in  each  case. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  MEAT  REGULATIONS. 

During  the  year  371  visits  were  made  to  shops  and  premises  where 
food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale.  Warnings  were  given  in  two  cases 
for  non-observance  of  the  Regulations  and  this  has  been  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent a repitition  of  the  offence. 


The  number  of 

animals  killed  and 

examined  during  the 

follows : — 

Animals. 

Total  No.  Slaughtered. 

No.  found  to  be  affected 
with  Tuberculosis. 

Cattle 

1 

— 

Pigs 

84 

3 or  3'5% 

Food  condemned 

: — 

lbs. 

Tuberculous 

meat 

37 

1 box  of  haddocks  ; 3 rabbits. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS. 


dairy  farms  on  Register 

41 

Purveyors 

7 

milch  cows  in  the  district 

448 

inspections 

85 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  Manchester  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  examination  for  the  detection  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

No.  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

,,  negative  ...  ...  ...  36 

,,  positive...  ...  ...  ...  5 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  time  limit  fixed  by  the  Council  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
within  the  district  is  eight  minutes  per  hour.  Four  observations  were 
made  of  works  chimneys  and  in  each  case  the  result  was  satisfactory. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS. 

During  the  year  23  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Acts  for  the 
storage  of  petroleum  spirit.  The  fees  for  licences  amounted  to  /Tld/o/-. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  removal  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
own  staff.  Dry  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  on  low-lying  land,  whilst 
wet  refuse  is  taken  to  the  depot,  mixed  with  fine  ashes  and  sold  to  farmers. 
The  amount  of  refuse  removed  during  the  year  was  7,514  loads  of  ashes 
and  7,094  loads  of  wet  refuse. 

There  are  still  approximately  3,285  pail  closets  and  2,529  dry  ashpits 
in  the  district.  During  the  year  demolitions  and  conversions  have 
accounted  for  a reduction  of  ICO  pail  closets  and  113  dry  ashpits  have 
been  replaced  by  movable  receptacles. 

This  rate  of  progress  in  abolishing  pail  closets  is  far  from  satisfactory 
and  the  present  scheme  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council  for  the 
conversion  of  pail  closets  should  be  pressed  forward  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
a scavenging  system  which  is  costly,  insanitary  and  out  of  date. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS. 

Number  of  Factories  and  Workplaces  on  Register  ...  106 


Factories... 

Workplaces 

Inspections. 

142 

3 

Written 

Notices. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Prosecutions. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

145 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Defects  Found. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

8 

8 

Other  nuisances 



3 

3 

11 

11 

Registered  Premises. 

Dressmakers  and  milliners 

... 

14 

Bakers  and  confectioners  ... 

... 

28 

Painters  and  plumbers 

... 

2 

Joiners  and  builders 

... 

7 

Shoeing  smiths 

... 



1 

Wheelwrights 

... 

1 

Saddlers 

... 

... 

1 

Motor  and  cycle  repairers  ... 



6 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers 

... 

5 

Laundries  ... 

... 

... 

2 

Printers 

... 

... 

1 

Cabinet  makers 

... 

... 

4 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  ... 

... 

2 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers 

2 

Sausage  makers 

...  ...  . . 

... 

5 
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Monumental  masons 

Electricity  generating 

Cotton  weavers  and  manufacturers 

Boot,  shoe,  and  clog  repairers  ...  ...  ...  17 

Gasworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Electricians...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saw  mills  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Contractors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 1 

Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  ...  ...  Nil 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  by  H.M.  Inspector  ...  3 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (PREVENTION)  ACT. 


No.  of  visits  to  houses  re  infectious  disease 
„ houses  disinfected  . 

„ rooms  ,, 

„ beds 

,,  articles  ,, 

,,  houses  or  parts  cleansed  after  infectious  disease 


141 

72 

78 

48 

339 

5 


SHOPS  ACTS. 

During  the  year  224  visits  and  observations  were  made  of  shops  to 
ascertain  if  the  requirements  of  the  Acts  were  being  complied  with.  Warn- 
ings were  given  in  a few  instances  regarding  the  posting  of  notices  and 
for  selling  after  closing  hours.  These  matters  received  attention. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT. 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  the  administration  of  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

Superintendent  Duxbury  has  kindly  sent  the  following  information 
regarding  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis. 


Description  of  Sample. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Milk 

1 

Adulterated.  6%  fat  deficient 
(No  action  taken). 

Milk 

11 

Genuine. 

Pepper 

1 

Genuine. 

Cornflour 

1 

Genuine. 

Custard  Powder 

1 

Genuine. 

Baking  Powder 

1 

Genuine. 

I am,  Yours  obediently, 


T.  Whitter, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Urban  District  of  Ashton -in -Maker field 
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Still  Births  14  9 5 Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births : 44 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ....  219  122  97  Death  Rate  per  1000  : *1 1*2 

Rstimated  resident  population. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes 
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Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age); 


Live  Ci  ude  Death-rate  from  Death-rate  Per  1,000  Per  1,000  Rate  of  Deaths 

Birth-rate  Death-rate  Tuberculosis  of  from  Live  Total  under  1 year 

Respiratory  System  Cancer  Births  (Live  and  per  1 000 
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Any  evidence,  statistical  or  otherwise,  that  unemployment  has  exercised  any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or 
physique  of  children  or  adults:  No. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
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Surgeon,  etc.  (If  any,  state  number  and  renumeration)  : One  Obstetric  Specialist  with  fortnightly  Clinics- 
3^  guineas  a session.  Two  Health  Visitors,  £‘2\4/0/0  to  .0236  plus  uniform  and  cycle  allowance.  One 
Dental  Surgeon,  when  required  in  ante-natal  work  and  child  welfare. 


Ambulance  facilities  for  : — Motor  or  Horse  : Provided  by  : 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  (including  Address  of  Centre  Day  and  time  open 

Clinics  solely  for  diagnosis  and  consulta- 
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Registration  of  Nursing  Homes : Action  taken  during  the  year  1938  : — 

No.  of  applications  for  registration:  Nil.  No.  registered:  Nil.  No.  of  orders  made  refusing  or  cancellin 

registration:  Nil. 

No.  of  appeals  against  such  orders  : Nil.  No.  of  cases  in  which  such  orders  have  been :— 
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Local  Acts. 

Special  Local  Orders. 

General  Adoptive  Acts. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  public  health. 
Observations  as  to  their  administration. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
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Have  these  waters  been  examined  B icteriological  examinations. — No.:  Nil.  Result: 
during  the  year?  Chemical  an  tlyses. — No.:  Nil.  Result:  

Any  insufficiency,  and  where.  No 

Natureofextensions(ifany)during  theyear.  Nil 
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rivy  Middens: — No.  of  Middens  : Nil.  No.  of  Closets  attached  to  these  Middens:  Nil. 
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Is  there  any  definite  scheme  at  the  present  time  for  abolishing  privy  middens  and  pail  closets  ? A full  conversion 
scheme  has  been  approved  and  application  made  for  loan  for  conversion  of  the  first  group  of  300  houses. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  during  19,' IS — 

No.  of  premises  visited.  88 t 

Defects  or  nuisances.  No.  discovered  : 1878  No.  abated  : 1851 

No.  of  Notices  served.  Informal:  -178  Statutory:  62 

Legal  proceedings.  No.:  Nil  Result:  
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(r)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  camp- 
ers resident  in  the  area  at  one  time 
during  the  summer  season,  1938 


. of  factory  and  works  chimneys  in  the  district : 
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(c)  Action  taken  to  ensure  the  satisfactory 
condition  of  the  water 
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{>')  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : - 

(a)  rotal  [including  munbers  given  separately  under  (/;)] 
i By  the  local  authority 
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Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices: — 

No.  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 
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(rf)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  lo  overcrowding,  e.g  , causes— how  far  it  is  due  to  inability  to  pay  the 
rents  of  available  houses,  etc.:  Chiefly  rents 


( b ) Number  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  internal  water  supply  : Nil 

(c)  Number  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  water  closet  or  other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation:  Nil 
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Method  used  for  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  (“flash”  or  “holding) : “Holding” 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? # Yes  How  often  ? Halftyearly 

What  is  their  condition  ? Good 
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ction  taken  by  local  authority  as  to — 

(i)  Tuberculous  Milk. 

No.  of  Samples  submitted 

for  biological  test.  41  Result.— Positive  : 5 Negative:  36 


(2)  Meat  and  other  foods. — Observations  on — 

(a)  Action  taken  with  regard  to  meat  and  other  foods,  including  inspection  of  meat,  slaughterhouses,  shops,  stalls 
and  vehicles,  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  : Carcases  inspected  immediately  after  slaughter, 

diseased  meat  condemned  and  destroyed  ; shops|and  premises  inspected  and  kept  under  observation 
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(«)  Particulars  of  any  shell-fish  beds 
or  layings  in  the  district 


(i)  Public  Health  (Shell-fish) 
Regulations,  193t 
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Has  any  action  been  taken  or  advised  with  the  object  of  securing  that  the  hospital  accommodation  available 
is  utilised  to  the  best  advantage  ? Meetings  with  neighbouring  Authorities  to  form  a Joint  Board  under 
County  direction 


Has  action  been  taken  to  shorten  the  period  of  stay  of  uncomplicated  cases  of  scarlet  fever  ? Yes 
or  to  replace  hospital  treatment  in  suitable  instances  by  nursing  and  supervision  at  home  ? No 


49 


aJ 


Any  observed  relation  between  various  forms  of  strep:ococcal  infection  (scarlet  fever,  sore  throat  occurring  without 
rash,  and  puerperal  fever)  : No 
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No.  ot  times  School  Closure  adopted  during  1938  for — 

Scarlet  Fever:  Nil  Whooping  Cough  : Nil  Diphtheria:  One  Chicken-pox:  Nil  Measles:  Nil 
Influenza  : Nil  Any  other  diseases  (specify  same)  : Nil 

No.  of  Reports  made  during  1938  under  Article  17  (7)  of  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935':=  : Nil 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 
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Disinfection  after  infectious  disease  : — 

No.  Qf  Houses  disinfected  during  1938  : 106  Method  (state  disinfectant  used)  : Sulphur  and  Formalide 
Are  Houses  disinfected  after  (a)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : Yes  (b)  Measles  : No 

f Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  (steam  or  otherwise)  : Steam  No.  of  Articles  disinfected:  419 
Where  is  Apparatus  situated  ? The  Hospital,  Bryn  Hoad 
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Any  local  investigation  or  action  undertaken  on  the  lines  suggested  in  the  series  of  Ministry’s  circulars  on  cancer? 
No 

Pre\  ention  of  Blindness  Action  taken  (if  any)  under  section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes  : No 
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All  primary  notifications  should  be  included,  and  also  any  other  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  coming  to  (he  knowledge  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 


fWhat  is  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  rotal  tuberculosis  deaths  ? 1/9 

In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your  district  efficient  ? Yes 
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If  so.  No.  of  applications  for  Orders  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  : Nil 
No.  of  cases  in  which  Orders  were  granted  : Nil  Observations  : Nil 
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Name  of  Medical  Officer  conducting  the  clinic: 


(4)  Give  names  of  maternity  homes,  hospitals  and  other  institutions  available  for  the  reception  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  young  children  : 

(a)  Maternity  : Wigan  Infirmary,  Billinge  P.A.C.  Infirmary,  and  Whiston  Maternity  Hospital.  No.  of  beds: 

As  required 


